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Malignant disease caused a higher mortality in Ireland !
during 1904 than in any previous year on record, the
rate being 6’ 94 per 10,000 of the population of both
sexes. With the exception of the rates for the years 1895
and 1902, which show a slight decline as compared with
the immediately preceding years, the rise in the death-rate
from cancer has been progressive from 5’17 per 10,000
in 1894 to 6’94 in 1904. Among males the rate in the
latter year was 6’ 31 and among females 7’56. As in this

country, comparatively few deaths from malignant disease
occur before the age of 35 years. Consequently the mor-
tality at ages above 35 years has been calculated for the
present report according to the method adopted in this
country. Calculated thus, cancer mortality in 1904 was
equal to 18 per 10,000 living among males and to 21 per
10,000 among females. A table is given showing the parts
of the body affected with malignant disease for the year
under report, the expression malignant disease being held
to include the several forms carcinoma, sarcoma, and cancer
not otherwise distinguished.
For several past years it has been an encouraging feature

in the Irish reports that the mortality among young children
is very low. In the year 1904 infantile mortality-i.e., the
proportion of deaths under one year to births registered-
was equal to 100 per 1000, and the proportion of deaths of
children under five years to children estimated to be living
at that age was equal to 37 per 1000 ; both these ratios
are considerably below the corresponding ratios in England.
As the subject of infantile mortality is now receiving a
large share of attention in this country it would be interest-
ing to know more concerning the causes responsible for the
low mortality among infants in Ireland.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

The Suffeiency of Samples for Analysis.
A RECENT conviction before magistrates for an offence

against the Sale of Food and Drugs Act was quashed by the
Divisional Court shortly before the Christmas holidays upon
what must certainly be regarded as an objection fairly taken.
As is well known, the goods suspected have to be divided into
three parts, one of which is removed by the purchaser for
analysis, another retained by him for production at the

hearing and if necessary for analysis in the Govern-
ment laboratory, while the third is retained by
the vendor. In the case in question the subject of

complaint was brandy and whereas the part sent to
the public analyst amounted to five ounces of the
doubtful spirit, neither of the other portions contained more
than two or three ounces. The defendant’s analyst objected
that this was not enough for him and without there being
need to discuss what amount of a particular article of food
or drink may be sufficient for such a purpose it is clear that
the prosecutor and defendant must stand upon an equal
footing and that if the Government analyst is to be called

upon for his views he must not be at a disadvantage as
compared with the public analyst. Other points were raised
in this case as to whether it was necessary for the

magistrates to find what had actually been the material
from which the alleged patent still spirit sold had
been distilled, and also as to whether an error in
the analyst’s certificate could be corrected by verbal
evidence from the analyst at the hearing. The conviction,
however, was annulled upon the point mentioned above and
these other matters were not decided. Incidentally some
discussion took place as to the old question, ’’What is

brandy?" and the want of a legal definition. With regard
to this the Lord Chief Justice and Mr. Justice R;dley are
credited in the report of the case published in the Daily
Tel.yrap7 with interptllations such as, Then peach branly
would not be brandy ?" and "What about sloe gin ?" 

"

which, though possibly humorous, seemed to ignore un-

necessarily the contention of those who prosecute in these
cases that brandy is both etymologically and in the meaning
of tho-e who ask for it a simple distillation from a wine
made from grapes. Articles such as those mentioned are not
distillations from the juice of the fruits named hut com-
pounds or decoctions of these with whatever spirit is used.
and certainly no one who asks for cherry brandy, for
example, expects to be served with cognac pure and simple
It will be all the better for him if " brandy " has been used
in the manufacture of what he buys, but the question, " What

is brandy from a legal point of view ? " must first be
answered before the purity of its compounds can be
vindicated, and it is an inquiry in the detumining of which
a great deal of money is being spent by litigants in the
absence of a statutory definition.

The Ewilfptic Patient and the Lunacy Lan’s.
On Saturday last, Jan. 6th, at the Brighton borough

bench, the keeper of an invalid home was summoned at the
instance of the Commissioners in Lunacy for taking charge
of a lunatic at an unlicensed address. The patient in respect
of whom the action was brought was an epileptic and the
magistrates, while pointing out that the keeper of the home
had treated the patient with kindness and care, decided to
fine her for a technical breach of the law. On the following
Monday a similar case was before the Haywards Heath petty
sessions, and here the magistrate decided that the patient h
question, an epileptic, was not a certifiable lunatic and
found in favour of the keeper of the home. The discrepancy
between these two decisions illustrates a very difficult point
in lunacy law to which attention may well be invited.

Looking Back.
FROM

THE LANCET, SATURDAY, Jan. 12th, 1828.

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF FRANCE.

Sitting of the 2d October.
M. JULIA FoNTENELLE presented a head of a New Zealander

in a complete state of preservation. The teeth were sound
and complete; the hair very black, rough, long, and curled;
the skin was of a yellow c lour, and the tattooed urface was
black, very regular and smooth. The head appeared to be
that of a man about thirty or forty years old. Notwith.
standing this, the sutures of the skull were perfectly
ossified internally, which is seldom the case, excepting in
the skulls of old persons. The occipital region was very
large, its projection well marked, whilst the frontal
cavity was narrow. There was a vertical bony septum,
of more than two lines in height, in the interior of the

skull, which the members of the Academy had an oppor-
tunity of seeing. This anatomical variety having only been
observed in animals, the facial angle of this head, as well
as of the inhabitants generally of New Zealand, being very
narrow, the frontal cavity very limited, M. J. Fontenelle
concludes, that this race may be considered as a sort of link
between man and the ourang outang. The head presented
by M. J. Fontenelle was evidently not tanned, but had only
been immersed in a solution of chloruret of sodium (marine
salt), and then slowly dried.

VERY IMPORTANT INTELLIGEKCE ! 1

I 
MR. BRODIE, the eminent surgeon, when opening the body

of the late Earl of Pembroke, out his finger with one of the
instruments he used on that occasion, and was so ill for
several days afterwards, as to ba incapable of attending
his patients.&mdash;J<??’K Post.

On Monday morning last, at nine o’clock precisely, a cat
sneezed at the door of No. 14, Saville Row.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 76 of the largest English towns 9!-55 births and 554S
deaths were registered during the week ending Jan. 6th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been 17 0, 17 8, and 17 4 per 1000 in the three preceding
weeks, ir creased again to 18’ 3 per 1000 last week. In London
the death rate was 19 4 per 1000, wtdte it averaged 17 8 ptr
1000 in the 75 other large towns. The lowest death-rates:n
these towns were 9 - 0 in Walthamstow and in Rhondda, g’6
in East Ham, 10-2 in Hornsey, 11 1 in Northampton, 11’2
in Reading, 11-5 5 in King’s Norton, 12’ 4 in Hastings, and
12’9 9 in Swansea ; the highest rates were 21’5 in Leeds.
22 - 5 in Hudder,,field, 23 - 3 in Burnlev, 23 7 in Bootle,
23-9 in Liverpool, 24-2 in Smethwick, 24-9 in Bury,


